
 

 

Spring Fair— Sunday 7th September 2014     Gay Viljoen 

Incredibly it  has been 5 years since  the last  fete and this is one opportunity for all parish-

ioners, no matter what age you may be,  to not only get involved but also to have a memo-

rable family day enjoying the ‘fun at the fare.’  Our first meeting will have taken place by 

the time this is printed, but we invite anyone who is interested in joining a vibrant group of 

people in providing an enjoyable day for the whole family.   Those who were involved in 

the previous fetes can look back in fond memory of the various stall holders, and cannot 

resist smiling at the amusing events.  Among the unusual stalls, which I might add, were 

very popular, were ‘the prune spitting’ stall, ably run by Dennis and Felicity, and of course 

the ‘throw the wellie’ expertly managed by our very own Fr Donald. Amongst the stalls 

we have previously had have included the very popular Tombola, White elephant, Books, 

Home Industries, Tea garden, vegetables, various games, various raffles, numerous food 

stalls including the very popular Pancakes, Nigerian and Indian fare, hot chips, our very 

own ‘Mikes’ Kitchen, and the standard ice creams, cool drinks and the ‘outside refresh-

ment tent’, which is always popular later in the day.  For an event like this to be a success 

we do need your help, so at this time we would  request that should any person have any 

contacts for any form of prize or donation – no matter the size, please contact either Bren-

da Brown or myself.  We are looking forward to a successful day for all providing enter-

tainment for young and old, as well as value for money.   See you at the Fair!  

         +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     Classifieds 

Baptisms 

Neo  Mackay   Cole Williams  Onalerona Mahlangu  Owame Motsatsi 

Veritas Okeke  Thoriso Thulo   Yanou Ngatchoua Charbel Leelin Brights 

Jenson Adams   Refentse Tshekiso  Zachary Alley   Kelechi Oyoms 

Christine Gorajena Lilly Casparby  Khwezilokusa Buthelezi  Manatsa Mugabe 

Peyton Pikhart  Gabriel Smith  Nyakallo Tserane  Rebecca Mangold 

Cayden Chetty  Masana  Machimana Mohlomi Sengoara  Khotso Mpeta 

Chloe Marie te Brake Recian Padayachee Nneamaka Nwolise 

Marriages 

Marco Calisto and Jackie Smit   Trevor De Sousa and Sandra Reis 

Kirenga Rwigema and Lungile Mwhanazi Wayne Wildlake and Laura Gatley 

Shuaib Tolker and Alicia Thomas   Charles and Angirayi Masango 

Funerals 

Helena Bran  William Woollaston Meryl Kavacevich  

Veronica Affonso Florence Wilkinson 
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Journey of Faith 

         Lazelle Burgess  

Having been raised in the Anglican faith, I did not see the need to formally convert to 

Catholicism when I married seventeen years ago. After all, I saw more similarities than 

differences between the two faiths. As Anglicans, we already prayed the Rosary and the 

Nicene Creed declaring that we believed in the Roman Catholic Church. I felt quite at 

‘home’ in the Catholic Church. 

Deep down though, my curiosity about whatever differences may have existed, grew 

continuously. When I expressed my eagerness to enrol in RCIA classes to Justine, my 

friend and also Coordinator of Wednesday Catechism, (who would become my Spon-

sor), she encouraged me, saying that if anything, the classes would deepen and enrich 

my faith. 

They did, in the following way… 

The Wednesday evening classes held during the year, led by Deacon David and Veroni-

ca Baker, our two “Elizabeths” (in the words of Fr Jonathan), kept me captivated. The 

discussions were intense and I always left the class feeling enriched by the experience. 

The joy (many were the laughs!) of interacting with new friends was the cherry on top!  

A little over a month before our Confirmation, we set off excitedly from St John’s, to-

gether with our Sponsors, to celebrate the Rite of Election with Bishop Buti and hun-

dreds of other Converts at the Cathedral. The buzzing crowd reminded me that I was just 

one of many converts and I began wondering how I would keep my “little light shining”. 

It was a thrilling experience to be part of the Elect from all the Parishes in the Archdio-

cese.  

The powerful Lenten Programme delivered by Fr Jonathan remain a highlight for me 

where Father spoke on subjects such as Prayer and Confession, to name a few. A week 

before our Confirmation, the Retreat consolidated everything we had learned.  

As this special year came to an end in a very ‘moving’ Easter Vigil Mass, (those present 

would have witnessed how we, the Elect moved to the sounds of Bambalela), I remem-

bered the words of Deacon David: that the classes were only just a taste, an introduction 

to the Catholic faith, and that the rest would be up to us to learn and discover.  

Having embarked on this journey, sceptical of the need to convert, I am convinced now 

that the foundation has been set for me to continue this journey of faith. My prayer is to 

continue to yearn for love in my heart and a Spirit always seeking to learn.  

 

 

So presently, Laudate consists of PJ on the guitar, Pam on the keyboard, Emile leads the 

singing and ten choir members. The music goes on!!! 

We are truly blessed . 
              

 +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Book Review—A Vacation with the LORD       

          Cindy Fotso   

A Vacation with the LORD by Thomas H. Greens is a book about a personal, directed 

retreat that lasts 8 days; reading the book in “real time”. It can be used though, on a wid-

er spectrum over 8 weeks or just as your personal “alone time with God” over a few 

months. It is best to read this book, or retreat with St. Ignatius Loyola’s ‘Spiritual Exer-

cises’.  The book is written as a guide to make a good retreat. It can be used by begin-

ners making their first retreat or by the more mature retreater. Each chapter focuses on 

each day of the retreat and provides a theme for the day as well as suggested activities 

and scriptures to read. The overall book is divided into three main ideas; hollowing out 

yourself of yourself, refilling yourself with God, and living a good, believing and faith-

ful life with God within you. 
 

The title, A vacation with the Lord, gives you a rough insight on spending time with 

God, which is the purpose of the book. The cover is quite simple though, which might 

move beginners away from the book. I think it was a very good book but it was not my 

personal style. I think that although there are some great messages inside, it is not exact-

ly “youth-friendly”. I still give the book a 9/10. 

 

To summarise the book: 

Day 1: Find grace that you have been given through past experiences with God 

Day 2: Discover how God sees you by listening to him and not your own voices about 

how you see yourself. 

Day 3: Reflect, with the help of a gospel, how Jesus has lived in your life. Use this to 

write your own “fifth gospel”. 

Day 4: Seek to know God more. 

Day 5: Deepen you Christian faith. 

Day 6: Learn how to respond to God’s word, which you now understand. 

Day 7: Confirm to yourself your love and relationship with God. 

Day 8: Keep faith in the Lord as He conquers all. 

I would recommend the book to all those who are about to make a retreat. It can be read 

beforehand, and notes made of the messages, and things to follow. Or it can be read dur-

ing the retreat. I believe that reading this book will help you make a better retreat   
 

For more interesting book reviews please visits our Parish Website, click on the Re-

source Centre section.                    



 

 

Music Ministry and Laudate Choir 

                                                                                   Bernadette/Bonny Engelbrecht 

 Psalm 81:1-3 

The Lord makes us strong! Sing praises! Sing to Israel’s God! 

Sing accompanied by drums; pluck the sweet lyre and harp.  

Sound the trumpet! Come to the joyous celebrations at full moon and new moon and 

all the other holidays. 

 

What more beautiful a way is there to praise our Lord, than through music?  St John’s is 

blessed with an abundance of people talented in music. From Fr. Jonathan and Deacon 

David, to our “more mature” congregation, our children, and everyone in between. St. 

John’s has claim to six choirs, which does not even include the youth bands, a very rare 

find indeed!! 

 

In October 2005, Fr. Towell approached John Engelbrecht, and asked him if he would 

play the organ for holy Mass. John agreed to the request, and together with myself 

(Bernadette his wife), a choir was born. John and I prayed constantly for three months 

for a lead singer which we needed desperately to help us. On one Sunday morning, I sat 

next to a family at Mass, and was taken aback by the gentleman sitting next to me sing-

ing. He was really enjoying the music and had such a magnificent voice. As I went up to 

receive the Blessed Sacrament, I asked God to give me courage and the words I needed 

to introduce myself to him after Mass, and invite him to join John and I at the next holy 

Mass. Prayers were answered!!  The gentleman was Emile Rose, and he heeded God’s 

call and enthusiastically joined our choir. Over the following months, a few more people 

joined the group to help with the singing – Gertraud Burle, Barbara, Chris Edwards, 

Colleen Rowland, Rositta Andrews and Des McDonald. We wanted to give our choir a 

name - Gertraud suggested Laudate, which was welcomed by all, so Laudate it was. 

Emile knew PJ Kelly, and invited him to bring his guitar along and join us. Thank you 

PJ for saying yes!! 

 

John Engelbrecht became ill, and after battling cancer he was called home at the end of 

December 2010. Laudate did not want to collapse, so it was decided and agreed that PJ 

would lead the choir with his guitar to keep the ship afloat. Once again we turned to God 

and prayed earnestly for an organist or keyboard player.  After fifteen months of pray-

ers, in April 2012, PJ met with Pam Hurst after Mass one morning, and Pam happily 

agreed to play the keyboard for Laudate. Our God knows everything. Pam had recently 

retired from work and was very excited to become more involved with her passion for 

music.  More members have joined the choir over the past few years and months. Bridie 

Kelly, Margaret and Declan O Callaghan, Evans and Ethel Banda and Jean-Claude De-

slongrais. The youth that operate the projectors are also a big part of us now – a huge 

thank you to you all!! 

 

 

My Journey to Catholicism 

        Thembekile Ncaweni  

In the year 2013, I started a journey of getting closer to God, to have a relationship with 

Him, to be able to have a friend to lean on, a confidant, to have a sense of belonging and 

connect with my Lord.  

I had always wondered how it is that other people like my friends, colleagues and family 

are able to communicate with the Lord and yet I can’t. I prayed but it seemed that my 

prayers were not being answered or I wanted to believe that they were not being an-

swered until I was faced with life’s challenges.  I realised that God is always with me 

but because I was not listening to the voice within me that kept talking to me I couldn’t 

hear Him.  

He was with me when I almost lost my husband through an illness, I prayed and my 

husband was healed. He was with me when I was in hospital due to difficulties when 

delivering my baby, my family and I prayed, my baby was born after 2 days of labour 

pains .He was with me when my child was hospitalised at the age of 4 for viral meningi-

tis, I prayed and he listened (She was healed and came home after being quarantined for 

4 weeks). 

I was also retrenched at work and kept praying in order that He could open new doors 

for me that were closed and He opened these doors for me. I then asked myself what 

kind of a God is this that always gives without receiving anything in return. He gives me 

all I ask for yet I have not even given myself time to be closer to Him, I’m always too 

busy living my life than spending a few minutes with Him, giving my life for Him.   

This is when I made a conscious decision to come and dedicate myself and my family to 

Him as I wanted my kids to also witness the power that God has in our lives. I wanted 

them to learn the importance of growing up with Him as part of their lives as I grew up 

not knowing Him as a result I only knew His presence when I was facing my own chal-

lenges in life.  He heard my voice as I cried out for help when I was in need.  

I had always thought He only listens to those that are closer to Him. He proved to me 

that through faith in Him all things are possible. I came to St 

John’s a broken soul like the branches of a tree in the winter sea-

son, joined a team of people who had their own challenges in life 

and now we have blossomed like the spring flowers when the win-

ter season is finished the dull branches start growing, producing 

flowers and showing signs of life and happiness, now we are like 

those flowers, we have blossomed with Christian knowledge  



 

 

The year that I have spent learning what the word means to me, what difference it makes 

in life, knowing that by trusting the Lord all things are possible, learning that to live and 

let God frees my spirit of worries of all anxieties. I learned that He has opened His 

hands for me to hold and He is saying to me I am here whenever you need me through 

good and bad things, He is saying call unto me and put your trust in me and I will help 

you  

So with all this said I’d like to say thank you to David and Veronica for enhancing my 

faith, for being such wonderful teachers to transfer the knowledge and make us under-

stand the purpose of being Christians and being part of the Christian community. Mom 

Daisy Manzana for walking this path with me and holding my hand through this jour-

ney, you were a mother to me and guided me through this process and I appreciate it.  

To my class mates thanks guys, I hope the journey was as fulfilling to you as it was to 

me, the church and the community made us feel so welcome and at home at all times, to 

the community thank you for being patient with us and assisting to make our ceremony 

as wonderful as it was, we really felt like royalty and felt the warmth, hard work and 

love that was put into all the decorations and preparations during the Easter celebra-

tions . 

To Father Jonathan thank you for being the person that you are, loving, patient, caring, 

and open. You’ve opened your heart to us and welcomed us to the church with open 

arms, you’ve shown us that God is a loving God, even when we cried and shared our 

deepest sorrows and scars, you told us that God is a great God, He sees beauty in us 

even when we do not see the beauty, He knows who we are even when we’re lost, He 

can always find a way to bring us closer to him through his angels that are surrounding 

us.  

So with all this being said, I would like to say My Name is Thembekile which means 

trustworthy and from now on I put my trust in the Lord to watch over my life and thank 

you to you all for your time and giving me the opportunity to share my story.  

 

 
“Our best wishes and congratulations to all of the elect!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSVP Blanket Drive 

        Paulinah Maepa  

As Winter rolls around and we start wearing our warm jackets, sipping on some hot 

chocolate and snuggling up in our warm beds, lets spare a thought to the less fortunate 

who are without these simple comforts. We know that, you the parishioners’ of St John 

will, like in the past show your compassion and contribute to our yearly Blanket Drive. 

The importance of this gift is not only to provide warmth in the harsh winter nights, but 

to show the helpless that they are not hopeless and  God’s mercy and grace manifests in 

His flock.  

1 John 3: 17-18  

“But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 

against him, how does God’s love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word 

or talk but in deeds and truth “  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

St Johns Children Liturgy – Jesus My Superhero Picnic  

        Lee Leballo, 6 years  

This year as part of the Parish Easter Activities the Children’s Liturgy Teachers orga-

nized a picnic at church. The theme of the picnic was – Jesus My Superhero.  

“Son, how was the picnic?”  

“Dad, it was awesome! We had special capes like superheroes, and got to keep them!  

Mine had a black and purple cross on it.  

We had a treasure hunt for Easter eggs, and stuff and got to keep them! 

We sang songs and guess what? Jesus is a Superhero! 

Our teachers told us, at the picnic.  

He walks on water, turns water into wine and died to save us!” 

“So you had a great time?” 

“Yes dad, I was happy and smiled a lot!”  


