
 

 

Classifieds 

Baptisms   

Jeanette  Dichabe  Rodrick Dinyero  Maria Ezieke 

Brandon Govender  Siyabonga Hlongwane  Tebogo Leruno   

Regina Liwoyo   Itai Manyoka   Marlene Matthee 

Shylet Mhiza   Kwena Mokgonyana  Francis Mukototsi 

Cosmo Ojeng   Nokuthula Shongwe  Peter Silungwe 

Phoebe Wang   Jude Nel   Sania Sadiq 

Angel Nwaji   Malachi Nyamusamba  Wenzile Odirile 

Noah Hall-Richards  Zaria Mungofa   Tumelo Molefi 

Mandipa Makari  Prince Okolie   Kganya Seima 

Kanyitochi Nwachukwu  Skylar Feldman   Chidera Abugu 

Alaska Du Toit   Cole Swartz   Jean-Christophe Mvudi-N’Lasa 

Keenan Ballakistein  Tafadzwa Goche  King Dike 

Katekani Ngobeni  Anthony Okafor  Nathan Moundzika-Kibamba 

Enhle Onalerona  Kudakwashe Chanetsa  Nathan Van Meygaarden  

 

Marriages 

Francis Magidi and Junic Benhura  George Malebaco and Nelisiwe Nkosi 

Francis Mukototsi and Putity Mapfeka  Rui Moreira and Raquel Batista 

Nicholas Rollinson and Celeste Diab 

 

Funerals 

Graham Mc Cann  Gwenda Fourie   Enrica Brega 

Marion Boshoff  Benita Castiglioni  Ilse Jagger 

Jose De Gouveia  Garth Löser   Rosanne Green  

Helene Geddes   Veronica Nel   Patrick Forde 
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The Mystery of the Assumption of Mary      

        Julia Paris 

On the 21st August we celebrate the Assumption of Mary into Heaven. In Reve-

lations 11:19 – 12:1 it is stated that Mary was taken, body and soul to heaven. 

This is indeed a mystery. The Holy Rosary, calls it a Glorious Mystery.              

I wonder whether it is a coincidence that Women’s day in South Africa is cele-

brated in the month of August, this year 10 days before the Feast of the As-

sumption of Mary into Heaven.  

I have a statue of Mary, Our Lady of Lourdes in my home. Everywhere I decide 

to have my quiet time, Mary finds a special place next to me. When I start my 

prayer, I always look upon the statue and acknowledge that Mary is not the stat-

ue, neither is she in the statue, but that the statue is a representation of the mys-

tery and principle of the Immaculate Conception.  

If anyone wanted to go and look for Mary’s grave, they will not find it, because 
our Holy Mother, unblemished when she gave her consent to God to give birth 
to her baby, remained unblemished and under the Law of Grace, was taken to 
heaven by God as her Reward for her immense love and obedience for God. 
This is also the teaching of the Church today. In fact, it is impossible to read the 
Gospel without having an encounter with Mary. She is core to the understanding 
of the birth and life of Jesus. 

Mary serves as a great role model for women – young and old. Imagine her 
shock when she was approached by God to become pregnant without having had 
intimacy with a man. Irrespective of what people would say, she responded with 
love and whole heartedness. She endured great discomfort during her pregnancy 
and whilst giving birth in humble surroundings. Instead of moaning about the 
inconvenience, she responded with joy and prayerfulness. Mary raised Jesus 
with so much love, and care, and yet in her heart she knew that her child was 
different. She did not force her beliefs and values on Jesus. She pondered God’s 
plan for her life and that of her son in her heart and God’s plan always received 
priority. When Jesus was crucified in front of her eyes, her motherly heart was 
shattered. Yet, she remained true to God, and accepted the trauma with love.   
How was it possible for Mary to endure so much pain without scolding or judg-
ing? Mary’s whole life was a mystery. Mary embodied God. God was present in 

Mary . 

 

 

 

 

It is a non-denominational, Christian, programme which is theme-based.   There 
is a DVD presentation each week followed by optional group sharing.  It is held 
on Saturday mornings from 10h00 – 12h00.  Workbooks are 
provided. 

This is some of the feedback given by participants of the 
course: 

 A friendly environment 

 Informative, practical and positive 

 It helped me understand why I was feeling the way I 
felt 

 I felt more at peace 

Before GriefShare I was isolated and felt alone and that no one understood me.  
Through the support group I was able to better understand the unique process of 
grief.  It encouraged me to find a “new normal.” The group was amazing and 
supportive as we shared each other’s experiences and heartache.  We found new 
friends. We began as strangers and ended bound together by the strands of heal-
ing and hope. 

For more information about GriefShare contact Arianna  071 138 8401 or Roy 
082 569 2907 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

St John’s, Cultural Festival 

         Lucious Leballo 

As a final push to raise funds for our St John’s, Northriding World Youth Day Pilgrims 

2016, and to celebrate our patron St John the Baptist’s Nativity feast, our parish held a 

Cultural Festival on Sunday 26th June 2016.  There were food stalls from around the 

world, providing assorted mouth-watering cuisine.   

These included South African, Lebanese, Portuguese, Nigerian, Cameroon and Zimba-

bwean, showcasing our worshiping community’s diversity. There were fun activities for 

the whole family. These included old favourites such as home industries, white elephant, 

tombola, soft-serve, putt-putt, jumping castles and a live band!   Great fun was had by 

all and wonderful prices were won in the raffle!  



 

 

 

 Able to face my anger/depression 

 Helped with finances/budgeting 

 Opened up healthy ways of talking with my children 

 Process of discovery – the choice to be better or bitter 

 No judgment 

I did not feel so alone.  Through the group’s willingness to share 
their views and beliefs I was helped to realise my situation was 
not so bad and unique.  I cried.  I laughed.  I made new friends. I 
have grown emotionally and can speak openly about my divorce 
and not be too emotional.  All of this happened in a safe space 
facilitated by caring people.  

For more information about DivorceCare contact Arianna on 071 138 8401  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Marian Pilgrimage, St John’s, Northriding 

        Lucious Leballo 

On Saturday the 25th June 2016, our parish, St John’s Catholic Church, Northriding, was 

privileged to host the Archdiocese of Johannesburg, Marian Pilgrimage. The event be-

gan at 9am and ended at 3pm and was themed Mary, Mother of Mercy. 

The day’s events began with holy mass, prayers and culminated 

into a procession for Our Lady to the sacred shrine. The burning of 

candles was followed by Confession, Youth hour and a visit to the 

Chapel of Adoration.   Delegates and parishioners shared a day of 

solemn prayer, blessings, devotion and adoration and proclaimed:  

“O Mary conceived without sin – pray for us! “  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Grief Share 

Coming face to face with grieving the loss of a loved one is an unwelcome ex-
perience.  We are never prepared for it and our lives are changed.  St John’s runs 
a 13 week programme, GriefShare, which seeks to facilitate the grieving process 
and assist and accompany the bereaved on a journey from mourning to joy.   

 

 

 

For me, Mary is as real today, as she was almost 2000 years ago.  Every time I 

hold her statue in my arms, or see her statue in the church, I am reminded of the 

unconditional love that Mary is still teaching us today. Mary is my encourage-

ment to speak to God daily to renew my relationship with Him through the Holy 

Spirit.  

As a woman, and mother, Mary teaches me that I am her offspring, that I am 

divine too. Mary gives me an example and    

models to me how to love and serve God, my 

family and my community. Mary’s message to 

women today is very simple. God is calling us to 

service. She encourages us not to be afraid to say 

“yes”. We too can celebrate the glorious mystery 

of God’s love if we open ourselves to read about, 

and contemplate the life and Assumption of 

Mary, our Holy Mother. Mary’s Assumption into 

Heaven is our invitation to ponder her life and 

example and to strive to become just like her in 

the way she loved and obeyed God’s holy will.  

So the next time, you lay eyes on the statue of 

Mary, or touch her to have your prayers an-

swered, take a moment to remember and reflect on the deep mystery that she 

invites us to ponder on our life’s journey. Call on her to help you understand 

this mystery. Her invitation is accepted when we contemplate, reflect on and 

pray the mysteries of the Holy Rosary.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Busted           

        Lisa van Staden 

A fund raising event held 27 and 28 May 2016 or our World Youth Day Pil-

grims . 

We’d like to offer a huge thank you to the organisers of the event, to the cast 
and to the WYD Pilgrims. This was a well organised event and the show was 
filled with nostalgic songs and comedy.  The pilgrims prepared and sold the 
food which we enjoyed (and they enjoyed working together on one of their last 
fundraisers before their pilgrimage to Poland).  I attended the show on the Satur-
day evening.  



 

 

 

There was not a spare place to sit - our community supported this event with 
their usual generosity! It was an evening spent with my fellow parishioners who 
are not only that but who have also become my friends.  I enjoyed myself tre-
mendously. 

This is what a few of them had to say about the event:  

 Kara said, “What I loved about the show is watching the cast have so 
much fun. Great song choices which brought back wonderful memories.” 

 Tracy’s comment was, “It was a fun way to spend an evening with family 
and friends.” 

 Feedback from Tracy’s cousin was that she enjoyed it and that it was so 
nice just to relax and enjoy the evening for a change instead of having to 
work. 

 Deidre said, “A fun evening, thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. It's good to 
get together as parishioners to socialise. A huge thank you to the cast for 
their generosity in assisting our WYD pilgrims and offering "Busted" as a 
fundraiser. Well done to all the pilgrims in ensuring the evening ran 
smoothly. The catering took care of those hungry tums. Winning a prize 
added to the excitement.” 

 Anne let me know that she thought it was fun way to raise funds for the 
World Youth Day Pilgrims. 

All in all, this was a successful fund-raiser and a fabulous social event spent 
with my St John’s “family”. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Care Group—25th Anniversary Congratulations Lay Leaders 2016  

The Care Group are celebrating their  

25th anniversary this year. You are all invited 

to a special Thanksgiving Mass on Saturday, 

10th September 2016, at 8.00am followed by 

refreshments in the hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Congratulations to the following groups of our parish: 
 

 Our newly confirmed  
 Our new Parish Pastoral Council 
 
We wish you all the best and may the good Lord continue to guide and bless 
you. 
 

Catholic Archdiocese of Johannesburg – Lay Leaders Conference  

27th August 2016 

The Evangelisation Department invites all members of PPCs, PFCs, Sodality 
Committees, Youth Leaders and all interested people. 
 

Theme :  Am I Ready to be a servant leader? 
Date : Saturday 27th August 2016 
Venue :  St Patrick Parish, La Rochelle 
Time :  09h00 to 15h00 

 

 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

DivorceCare 

 

Divorce or Separation can be an experience that leaves you feeling cut off from 
everything and adrift in a sea of choppy waters.  St John’s runs a 13 week      
programme, DivorceCare, which has touched thousands of lives in groups meet-
ing worldwide, helping you to recover from the pain of separation and divorce.   

You’ll learn how to deal with the pain of the past and look forward to rebuilding 
your life.  It is a non-denominational, but Christian programme which is theme-
based.  There is a DVD presentation each week, with different speakers, differ-
ent viewpoints and actual events. It is followed by optional group sharing.  It is 
held on Thursday evenings from 7 – 9pm.  Workbooks are provided. 

This is some of the feedback given by participants of the course: 

 Different insight into how to deal with all aspects of separation/divorce 


