
 

 

Classifieds (1 Aug to 4 Dec 2016) 

Baptisms   

Landyn Lee De Villiers    Brian Chidindu 

Banele Ntando Shongwe   Tristen Paulsen 

Clayton Paulsen     Mokgadi Constance Mphi  

Palesa Phakedi     James Tsepho Mphi  

Saliya Annemiek Van Der Meulen   Michael Jeffrey Matias 

Shaun Mushayanyama    Alaya Naidoo Peters 

Brian Richu     Jade Chidema Ugochukwu  

Denzel Magidi     Nokutenda Nyasvimbo  

Lwazi Ndlovu    Tinevimbo Lindsay Maoneni 

Owen Kyle Dunne    Matthew Nicholas Naidu  

Jenna-Lee Naidu    Katlego Mbebe 

Omphile Nwabugo Okafor   Noah Sserugo Boikanyo Kasumba 

Blake Claude Roland Bartleson   Batilile Thiso Sibusisiwe Mokhethi 

Kendra Leeanne Williams   Angel Udezuruigbo  

Ezra Liam Peters    Peyton Madison Tucker 

Mashudu Mawela     Jake Tyler Borland 

Amehle Zenokuhle Mbatha   Leo Benita Paoli 

Thuto Diisago Mohajane   Zara Chizaram Maduforo 

Mila Richards    Cheynne Chikomborero Mukototsi 

Charlize Chipochashe Mukototsi   Micah Sebastian Rothmann 

Autumn Raine Myers    Mary Ebubechukwu Edyinne 

Julian Pereira Pita    Matthew Nicholas Mangold 

Lizalise Dinga-Elihle Mbolekwa  Karabelo Koketso Makgopela  

Richmond Oselene Okosun   Chinwike Micheal Lihukhaya Aniukwu  

Nathan William Van Meygaarden   Tochukwu Daniel Ugochukwu  

Ethan Daniel Dunne   Nonjabulo Tshimologo  Hlongwane 

Paul Tsoueunyane Leuta   Chikamso Liam  Modilim  

Chace Adam Paris     Saige Grace Paris  

Alexandria Leah Van Der Haar  Isabella Eva De Souza 

Imena Elgar Hagenimana   Allyson Vergote 

Jesse Hugh Karam    Philippus Willem Van Der Meulen  

Kathryn Maeike Van Der Meulen   
 

Marriages 

Warren Kearns and Charise Steyn    Vincent Itumeleng Dichabe and Katlego Mohale 

Brendan Jones and Stacy Bussio   Joseph Sham and Leanne Ferreira  

Jacob Sulwe Louw and Philile Sikhosana  Tommy Aschendorf and Reshana Singh 

Collins Okosun and Rosemary Okafor  

 
Funerals 

Patrick John Forde   Cyril John Kennelly   David George Kerby 

Luke Matthee   Gerard Alain Walter   George Stanley Gibson 

Fernando Jorge Aguilar Moreira Victoria Imelda Griffiths     
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Dear Friends in Christ:  Welcome to Advent!      

                       Fr Jonathan, OMI  

Let’s begin this Advent together by asking ourselves two simple questions: What does 

Advent mean, and what does this have to do with my life – with my day-to-day exist-

ence, with my thoughts, my choices, and my priorities?  

 

Advent is the time the Church sets before us each year to prepare ourselves inwardly for 

the coming of Christ at Christmas – to welcome the Child in the manger ever more 

deeply into our minds and hearts. A good goal, you might be thinking, but how can it 

happen in my life?  We might do well to turn to the Pope who convoked the Second 

Vatican Council, Pope John XXIII. A man of radiant goodness and joy, he was beloved 

by the whole world. And on the night of the first day of Vatican II, Pope John XXIII 

appeared at the window of his study overlooking St Peter’s square. It was a clear, crisp 

evening. St. Peter’s Square was filled with people holding lighted candles. Up in the sky 

was a bright, beautiful, full moon, bathing the square with light. 

 

He gave an unforgettable address that night, which he concluded with these words: 

“When you head home, find your children. Hug and kiss your children and tell them: 

'This is the hug and kiss of the Pope.' And when you find them with tears to dry, give 

them a good word. Give anyone who suffers a word of comfort. Tell them ‘The Pope is 

with us especially in our times of sadness and bitterness.’ And then, all together, may we 

always come alive – whether to sing, to breathe, or to cry, but always full of trust in 

Christ, who helps us and hears us, let us continue along our path.”  

  

The Best Way to Live Advent 

This, then, is the very best way to begin Advent: “full of trust in Christ.” The good-

ness and kindness which overflowed from the words of Pope John XXIII are but a dim 

reflection of the goodness and kindness which the Child of Bethlehem comes to brings 

us.  And yet, the when the Word become flesh, he did not come into a perfect world – 

He came to be one of us precisely because of the imperfection, precisely because of the 

darkness and sin and vice which is found in the world.  Jesus came to set us free, and to 

give us authentic life: “I have come that they might have life,” Christ says, “and have it 

to the full.”  We begin another season of Advent in the Church’s liturgical year. This 

gives us a chance to make a fresh start. So let this Advent be a time for all of us to redis-

cover the beauty of the Faith, to rediscover the love and the kindness and the tenderness 

of God, to grow in our friendship with the living person of Jesus Christ.  A blessed Ad-

vent season to you.  Love and prayers! 

 

 

14.  Free Classic Literature: Find British authors like Shakespeare and Sir Arthur Co-

nan Doyle, plus other authors like Jules Verne, Mark Twain, and more. 
 

Textbooks 

If you don’t absolutely need to pay for your textbooks, save yourself a few hundred dol-

lars by reviewing these sites. 

15.  Textbook Revolution: Find biology, business, engineering, mathematics and world 

history textbooks here. 

16.  Wikibooks: From cookbooks to the computing department, find instructional and 

educational materials here. 

17.  KnowThis Free Online Textbooks: Get directed to stats textbooks and more. 

18.  Online Medical Textbooks: Find books about plastic surgery, anatomy and more 

here. 

19.  Online Science and Math Textbooks: Access biochemistry, chemistry, aero-

nautics, medical manuals and other textbooks here. 

20.  MIT Open Courseware Supplemental Resources: Find free videos, textbooks 

and more on the subjects of mechanical engineering, mathematics, chemistry and more. 

21.  Flat World Knowledge: This innovative site has created an open college textbooks 

platform that will launch in January 2009. 

22.  Free Business Textbooks: Find free books to go along with accounting, economics 

and other business classes. 

23.  Light and Matter: Here you can access open source physics textbooks. 

24.  eMedicine: This project from WebMD is continuously updated and has articles and 

references on surgery, paediatrics and more. 
 

Turn to this list to find books about math, science, engineering and technology. 

25.  FullBooks.com: This site has “thousands of full-text free books,” including a large 

amount of scientific essays and books. 

26.  Free online textbooks, lecture notes, tutorials and videos on mathematics: NYU 

links to several free resources for math students. 

27.  Online Mathematics Texts: Here you can find online textbooks like Elementary 

Linear Algebra and Complex Variables. 

28.  Science and Engineering Books for free download: These books range in topics 

from nanotechnology to compressible flow. 

http://www.classic-literature.co.uk/
http://textbookrevolution.org/index.php/Main_Page
http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://www.knowthis.com/topic-areas/media-and-publications/free-online-textbooks.htm
http://www.welovelmc.com/books.htm
http://spot.colorado.edu/~dubin/bookmarks/b/1240.html
http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/web/resources/supplemental/index.htm
http://www.flatworldknowledge.com/minisite/
http://www.businessbookmall.com/Free%20Business%20Books.htm
http://www.lightandmatter.com/
http://emedicine.medscape.com/
http://www.fullbooks.com/
http://homepages.nyu.edu/~jmg336/html/mathematics.html
http://www.math.gatech.edu/~cain/textbooks/onlinebooks.html
http://www.techbooksforfree.com/science.shtml


 

 

St John’s Library (formerly Resource Centre) 

        Julia Paris 

 

Below is the authentic list of free books that I have requested to be placed on our parish 

website. These digital collections could augment our print collection. The list is an aca-

demic library endorsed list and not a scam or breach of intellectual property or copyright 

by any chance. It is a useful list for scholars, university students, learners, teachers, avid 

readers of classical works.  Happy reading, regards. 

 

Legal sites to download literature. Browse works by Mark Twain, Joseph Conrad and 

other famous authors here. http://www.trueactivist.com/free-books-100-legal-sites-to-

download-literature/ 

1.     Classic Bookshelf: This site has put classic novels online, from Charles Dickens to 

Charlotte Bronte. 

2.     The Online Books Page: The University of Pennsylvania hosts this book search 

and database. 

3.     Project Gutenberg: This famous site has over 27,000 free books online. 

4.     Page by Page Books: Find books by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and H.G. Wells, as 

well as speeches from George W. Bush on this site. 

5.     Classic Book Library: Genres here include historical fiction, history, science fic-

tion, mystery, romance and children’s literature, but they’re all classics. 

6.     Classic Reader: Here you can read Shakespeare, young adult fiction and more. 

7.     Read Print: From George Orwell to Alexandre Dumas to George Eliot to Charles 

Darwin, this online library is stocked with the best classics. 

8.     Planet eBook: Download free classic literature titles here, from Dostoevsky to 

D.H. Lawrence to Joseph Conrad. 

9.     The Spectator Project: Montclair State University’s project features full-text, 

online versions of The Spectator and The Tatler. 

10.  Bibliomania: This site has more than 2,000 classic texts, plus study guides and ref-

erence books. 

11.  Online Library of Literature: Find full and unabridged texts of classic literature, 

including the Bronte sisters, Mark Twain and more. 

12.  Bartleby: Bartleby has much more than just the classics, but its collection of an-

thologies and other important novels made it famous. 

13.  Fiction.us: Fiction.us has a huge selection of novels, including works by Lewis 

Carroll, Willa Cather, Sherwood Anderson, Flaubert, George Eliot, F. Scott Fitzgerald 

and others. 

 

 

First Confession and First Communion 2016      

                       Gay Viljoen  

First Confession 

 

Over 120 children made the Sacrament of Reconciliation during the month of October 

2016.  The children all had very mixed feelings ranging from excitement, nervousness to 

fear, but once they had left the Confessional the smiling faces were evidence of not only 

relief, but pride of having made their second sacrament.   

 

When asked how they felt the children made comments, such as:  

 "I  did my First Confession this year; that was fun"       

 "I have learnt about the 10 Commandments, prayers, the 

Act of contrition and about sin;  I did my first Confession 

and felt love"       

 "I learnt about sin and how to make my first Confession which I loved"    

 "I was scared but after making my First Confession I felt very good"   

 

With the various comments received, so many of the children remarked how special 

their teacher was, "the best teacher in the world."  All these children will continue with 

the same teachers in 2017 and make their First Holy Communion towards the end of 

next year. 

 

First Holy Communion 

 

106 children made their First Holy Communion on Sunday 13th November which took 

place at 11.30.  As this was the biggest group we have ever had at St John's parish it was 

a challenge to fit everyone into the church for this special Mass.   

 

The angelic faces of all the children were a sight to see as they all wore white robes and 

processed into the church with gifts for the less fortunate children.   The First Communi-

cants all sat in one area of the church and were very attentive during the Mass.  When Fr 

Jonathan addressed them they were not shy in answering some of his questions.  An 

amusing incident occurred when Fr Jonathan asked the children to close their ears as he 

wished to speak to their parents; Fr Jonathan then asked, 'Can you hear me', and one 

little voice replied, 'No'.  The laughter was heard throughout the church, at the innocence 

of this child.   This Mass was very special as the children played a big role in it as the 

gifts, readings, bidding prayers and collections were all carried out by them.  With such 

a large number of First Communicants the only regret is that not every child could par-

ticipate in one of these duties. 

 

http://www.trueactivist.com/free-books-100-legal-sites-to-download-literature/
http://www.trueactivist.com/free-books-100-legal-sites-to-download-literature/
http://www.classicbookshelf.com/
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/search.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/
http://classicbook.info/
http://www.classicreader.com/
http://www.readprint.com/
http://www.planetebook.com/
http://meta.montclair.edu/spectator/
http://www.bibliomania.com/
http://www.literature.org/
http://www.bartleby.com/fiction/
http://www.fiction.us/


 

 

The parents participated in the Renewal of their Baptismal vows and the Celebration of 

the Light.    The day ended with refreshments and eats in the hall. 

 

Comments received were: 

 

 "I thought my First Holy Communion was an awesome 

day.  It was a special moment when God entered my life" 

 "My First Holy Communion felt amazing.  I was very hap-

py when I received Jesus." 

 "My First Holy Communion was the most happiest and scariest day of my young 

life, but I got through it.  I was on time and I got to receive the Body and Blood 

of Jesus, and that was not scary at all.  I had a very nice time because I got to take 

up the cross with the gifts.  Thank you God for blessing me with your love." 

 “Four years ago I started Catechism. When I made my First Holy Communion I 

felt like God was standing right next to me.  I was very nervous but my teachers, 

Justine and Gay made me feel comfortable and calm.  I had no idea what the 

Communion would taste like but in the end it really did not taste at all.  I also had 

to take a sip of the wine which became the blood of Jesus.  This tasted like some-

thing I had never had before; actually it burnt my chest when I swallowed it.  

After the Church service all my family and friends came to my house to celebrate 

with me.  The whole experience of First Holy Communion made me feel so 

much closer to God.” 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Year of Mercy—St John Retreat 12 November 2016 

        Ntombizodwa Lebese 

 

This was a retreat with a difference where we were asked to: watch, listen and reflect, in 

three parts.  

 

 Part One: A video presented by Pastor Louie Giglio entitled, “God the Perfect 

father”. We heard that, God is the father who is always loving and forgiving.   

Psalm 84:11, for the Lord God is a sun and shield, the Lord will give grace and 

glory, no good thing will he withhold from them that walk upright. God is the 

father who is always there for us. He always showers us with love. The parable 

of the prodigal son sums up God's perfection. That is how merciful God is to 

man. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Part Two: God as an omniscient Father who has laid down His commandments 

for us to follow and observe. In Psalm 139, His omnipresence is explained. Be-

cause He knows man's weaknesses, He gave the world His 

only son to save us. That is how perfect our God is.  

 Part Three: God's perfection is not like any earthly father's. 

His conditions are: follow my commandments and imitate me. 

In turn, he claims us as part of his heavenly family tree. Fills 

our hearts with the Holy Spirit and we acclaim ABBA FA-

THER. That is the PERFECT FATHER.  

 

Thank you Craig, for a wonderful presentation. Thank you, Father Jonathan for a truly 

moving spiritual experience. Looking forward to many more! Our parish is amazingly 

blessed! 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Sundowner Incredible Show 

       Kara Galvin 

This is the first time I have attended this production and I was pleasantly surprised how 

many of our youth from the youth choir was in the show. It really made me proud.  I 

didn’t know what to expect but was blown away by the talent. These are non-

professional singers and they were absolutely incredible.  All the money raised helps a 

lot of charities, so it’s great to know that we are contributing to a worthy cause.  What a 

lovely show with great music.  The song choices really brought back some good memo-

ries. 

 

Comments from some of the audience: 

 Awesome talent 

 Fantastic 

 Good Fun 

 Loved the Tracy Chapman’s Fast Cars and Lady Gaga 

 Such a fun evening 

 Great song choices 

 Lovely costumes 

 Good laugh 

Thank you to our wonderful singers from our parish, giving up their time in creating a 

wonderful production:  Blair / Dana / Michaela / Michelle / Michael / Bronwyn / Bren-

dan / Thanyani.  I will definitely be attending next year. 


