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What do the 
Advent Candles 
stand for? 
 

1. The candle of so 

prayers on this day focus 
on hope. 

2. This candle is a symbol of 
God's , reminding 

Christians of the Prophets 
who said that the Messiah 
would be born. 

3. The candle of 

represents John the Baptist 
who baptised Jesus. 

4. The candle of reminds 

Christians of Jesus' mother, 
Mary. 

5. The fifth candle reminds 
Christians of the 

. 
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5KM Family Fun 
Run/Walk 
By Thuli Motsitsi 

 

As part of the church’s health and 

spiritual initiative St John church 
would like you to join and participate 
at the church family fun run/walk 
planned for early 2018. 

This will be a retreat to commune 
with God and yourself, a place for 
psychological and spiritual renewal. 

 

"We look forward to you joining 
us in "Walking with God…" 

 

The great thing about walking and 
running is that the benefits are not 
only physical but also mental. 
Walking can improve mood, relieve 
stress, and boost creativity. There is 
nothing more spiritual as 
running/walking with God. In order to 
experience these benefits offered by 
the church fun walk/run some effort 
must be made during a walk/run, 
develop your own spiritual 
connection with running. 

Another one of the great benefits of 
walking is your renewed energy gives 
you the motivation and ability to start 
doing more outdoor activities. 

More information will be published in 
the newsletter closer to the time. We 
look forward to you joining us in 
"Walking with God…" 

 

 

 

Marian Shrine 
Retreat 
By Daniel Lindeque 

The young adults of the St. John’s 

Catholic Church set off on an inspiring 
adventure to see the Marian Shrine. 

Being youth, young, energetic and 
excited, one would imagine that we 
would arrive punctually to meet 
Father Charles. Of course we were 
late. The adventure had just begun 
and a few people forgot their food, 
umbrellas, money etc. Then we left 
and the “lead vehicle” left the convoy 
well behind and a few people decided 
to go in the complete opposite 
direction.  

Was a great and interesting trip to 
the shrine and the day had only 
started. Unbeknown to some of the 
young adults, that October is the 
feast month of the rosary and what a 
fitting tribute to have a more in depth 
discussion about the Rosary, we 
discussed its history, where it came 
from, what it is and what mysteries it 

could reveal at the place of worship 
of Our Lady. 

We then hiked our way up the 
mountain, reflecting on the Stations 
of the Cross, stopping and 
contemplating the trials of Jesus 
journey to the cross. It was incredibly 
special to experience and allowed all 
of us to experience God’s presence 
among us as we each took turns to 
carry a symbolic cross for all those 
not able to join us on our pilgrimage. 
We each individually carried our own 
“burdens”, “stresses”, “troubles” up 
the mountain and left a token, being 
a “white rock” which we could leave 
behind at the foot of the cross and 
“leave it behind for Jesus to handle.” 
What a beautiful and inspirational 
message: “I can do all things through 
Christ, who strengthens me” 
Philippians 4:13. 

"Taking time away from your 
daily stresses, finding relaxation, 
peace and spending time with 
God, without any worldly 
distractions." 

We then had a short bible study or “A 
sermon on the mount”, where we 
opened in discussion around 
Matthew 6:25-14. Where “Can any of 
you live a bit longer by worrying 
about it?” and “do not worry about 
tomorrow; it will have enough 
worries of its own. There is no need 
to add to the troubles each day 
brings” stuck out to many of our 
young adults. 

It was truly an incredible and 
inspirational view of the surrounding 
Magaliesburg area and a blessing to 
be amongst friends who are now 
“spiritual family”. 

We travelled back down for a picnic 
but had praise and worship down the 
mountain where we then had a picnic 
lunch after a fruitful hike. 
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Fr. Charles then held adoration at 
Boy’s Town Chapel down the road 
with the added bonus of confession, 
allowing us to truly be in the 
presence of God, reflecting on the 
“God-incidences” in our own lives. 

It was an informative and spiritual 
retreat, the extraordinary feeling of 
relaxation with God. 

I highly recommend everyone takes 
time out to visit the Marian Shrine. It 
was an informative and spiritual 
enhancing retreat. Taking time away 
from your daily stresses, finding 
relaxation, peace and spending time 
with God, without any worldly 
distractions. There lies the true 
beauty and mystery of growing in 
your faith journey and building a 
relationship with God. 

 

 

Sundowners - 
SVDP Fundraiser 
By Megan Derwin 

So, with the conversations buzzing, 

the drinks flowing, the laughter non-
stop and my apologies to the person 
next to me for my tone-deaf singing; 
the lights were dimmed and the 
annual Sundowners show began.  

"…you certainly couldn’t stop the 
fun…" 

On the 28th of October the night’s 
performance was dedicated to the 

Saint Vincent DePaul’s Society with 
all the proceeds going to the society 
as well.  

As the Saint John’s youth 
community, we knew that this was 
not an opportunity to be missed. So, 
we grabbed us two tables and settled 
in for an amazing night of singing 
and dancing. We were there not only 
to support the SVDP but to also 
support two of our own- Dana and 
Brendan- who did a wonderful job.  

The theme for this year was “Can’t 
stop the feeling” and you certainly 
couldn’t stop the fun that was had by 
all- well perhaps not for the person 
who had to sit next to me 😉. We can’t 
wait to see you all next year. 

 

 

 

Stop taking 
smartphone 
snapshots during 
Mass, Pope 
Francis says  

By CNS - www.catholicnews.com 

 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- The Mass is 
not a show, but a beautiful, 
transformative encounter with the 

true loving presence of Christ, Pope 
Francis said. 

"The Second Vatican Council was 
strongly driven by the desire to 
lead…" 

That is why people need to focus 
their hearts on God, not focus their 
smartphones for pictures during 
Mass, he said. 

When the priest celebrating Mass 
says, "Let us lift up our hearts," he is 
not saying, "lift up our cellphones and 
take a picture. No. It's an awful thing" 
to do, the pope said Nov. 8 during his 
weekly general audience in St. 
Peter's Square. 

"It makes me so sad when I celebrate 
(Mass) in the square or in the basilica 
and I see so many cellphones in the 
air. And not just by the lay faithful, 
some priests and bishops, too," he 
said. 

"Please, Mass is not a show. It is 
going to encounter the Passion, the 
resurrection of the Lord," he said to 
applause. 

"Do people understand the 
importance of praise and 
thanksgiving with the 
Eucharist…"  

The pope's remarks were part of a 
new series of audience talks on the 
Mass. The series, he said, should help 
people understand the true value and 
significance of the liturgy as an 
essential part of growing closer to 
God. 

A major theme highlighted by the 
Second Vatican Council was that the 
liturgical formation of the lay faithful 
is "indispensable for a true renewal," 
Pope Francis said. "And this is 
precisely the aim of this catechetical 
series that we begin today -- to grow 



PARISH PULSE                                      DECEMBER 2017                        Issue 2  4 

 

 

 

in understanding the great gift God 
gave us in the Eucharist." 

"The Second Vatican Council was 
strongly driven by the desire to lead 
Christians to an understanding of the 
grandeur of the faith and the beauty 
of the encounter with Christ," he 
said. That is why, "with the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, an appropriate 
renewal of the liturgy" was 
necessary. 

The Eucharist is a wonderful way 
Jesus Christ makes himself truly 
present in people's lives, the pope 
said. 

"…allow people to "see and 
touch" Christ's body and 

wounds…" 

To take part in the Mass is to relive 
the Lord's passion and redemptive 
death, where, on the altar, he is 
present and offers himself for the 
salvation of the world, Pope Francis 
said. 

"The Lord is there with us and 
present," he said. "But so many times 
we go, we look around, we chitchat 
with each other while the priest 
celebrates the Eucharist." 

If the president or any other famous 
or important person were to show 
up, he said, it would be a given "that 
we all would be near him, we would 
want to greet him. But think about it, 
when you go to Mass, the Lord is 
there and you, you are distracted, 
(your mind) wanders. Yet, it is the 
Lord!" 

People should reflect on this, he said, 
and if they complain, "'Oh father, 
Mass is boring.' What are you saying? 
The Lord is boring? 'No, not the 
Mass, but the priest.' Ah, well, may 
the priest be converted," but just 
never forget that the Lord is always 
there. 

Catholics need to learn or rediscover 
many of the basics about the Mass 
and how the sacraments allow 
people to "see and touch" Christ's 
body and wounds so as to be able to 
recognize him, just as the apostle St. 
Thomas did. 

He said the series would include 
answering the following questions: 

-- Why make the sign of the cross at 
the beginning of Mass? Why is it 
important to teach children how to 
make the sign of the cross properly 
and what does it mean? 

-- What are the Mass readings for and 
why are they included in the Mass? 

-- What does is mean for people to 
participate in the Lord's sacrifice and 
come to his table? 

-- What are people seeking? Is it the 
overflowing fount of living water for 
eternal life? 

-- Do people understand the 
importance of praise and 
thanksgiving with the Eucharist and 
that receiving it "makes us one body 
in Christ"? 

 

SVDP - Care and 
Share Drive  

By Godfrey Fortuin 

 

I was asked to write an article on the 

St Vincent de Paul Care and Share 
Drive. 

What is the Care and Share Drive? 

Well its Christmas time again. A time 
of shopping for presents and a time 
for spreading good cheer.  

“We seek to respond to the call 
every Christian receives to bring 
the love of Christ to those in 
need.-I was hungry and you gave 
me food” 

This is the time St Vincent de Paul 
doubles their efforts in giving food 
parcels to the poor. A time we see 
the smiles on faces of many who 
benefit from our Care and Share 
Drive. For those who have joined us 
on our mission, they can testify, the 
joy when food parcels are handed to 
the poor the appreciation is magical. 
It is not about spending a lot of 
money, or buying a gift it’s a way of 
saying to the poor, “We love you”. 

Two of our major beneficiaries are 
the Zandspruit Community in 
Honeydew and the other is the 
Sisters of Charity in Klipgat Pretoria. 

"Thanks to the support and 
generosity of St John’s we are 
able to witness the smiles on the 
faces of the communities who are 
benefitting from the parcels" 

In the Zandspruit community our 
team delivers food parcels to 75 
families every second Saturday and 
handout sandwiches and juices to the 
children of the area. Unfortunately 
we can only support 75 families for six 
months before we take on another 75 
families. Christmas time we double 
the food parcels so that a household 
receives two food parcels bringing 
the total to 150 parcels that we 
distribute. This year with our youth 
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we are planning a Christmas party for 
the children of Zandspruit our way of 
saying to them, “We love you”. 

The Sisters of Charity we visit 
quarterly with baby food, detergents, 
maize and all the jumble sale clothing 
parishioners drop of at our 
storeroom. The Sisters go out into 
the community and handout food 
hampers to those who they know are 
in need of the parcels. Every 
Christmas we distribute 1200 food 
parcels to a very poor community 
who are in dire need of love, care and 
attention. 

We stay true to the St Vincent de 
Paul Mission Statement which is, 
“We seek to respond to the call every 
Christian receives to bring the love of 
Christ to those in need.-I was hungry 
and you gave me food”. (Matthew 
25). 

The number of people wishing to go 
on our feeding programme scheme 
keeps growing which is an indication 
that the need for our ministry will 
long survive us who take an active 
part in it. We encourage active 
participation and volunteers to come 
and experience the joy of giving even 
if it’s only your time and bringing 
with your friendly face. 

Thanks to the support and generosity 
of St John’s we are able to witness 
the smiles on the faces of the 
communities who are benefitting 
from the parcels. 

We thank the Parishioners of St 
John’s Northriding for saying to our 
beneficiaries, “We love you”. 

 

 

REFLECTION WITH 
FATHER JONATHAN 

 

REFLECTION 

There was a man who had four sons. 

He wanted his sons to learn not to 

Judge things too quickly. So he sent 

them each on a quest, in turn, to go 

and look at a pear tree that was a 

great distance away. The first son 

went in the winter, the second in the 

spring, the third in summer, and the 

youngest son in the fall. 

When they had all gone and come 

back, he called them together to 

describe what they had seen. The 

first son said that the tree was ugly, 

bent, and twisted. The second son 

said no–it was covered with green 

buds and full of promise. The third 

son disagreed; he said it was laden 

with blossoms that smelled so sweet 

and looked so beautiful, it was the 

most graceful thing he had ever seen. 

The last son disagreed with all of 

them; he said it was ripe and 

drooping with fruit, full of life and 

fulfilment. 

The man then explained to his sons 

that they were all right, because they 

had each seen but only one season in 

the tree’s life. He told them that you 

cannot judge a tree, or a person, by 

only one season, and that the 

essence of who they are–and the 

pleasure, joy, and love that come 

from that life– can only be measured 

at the end, when all the seasons are 

complete. 

If you give up when it’s winter, you 

will miss the promise of your spring, 

the beauty of your summer, 

fulfilment of your fall. Don’t let the 

pain of one season destroy the joy of 

all the rest. Don’t judge life by one 

difficult season. Persevere 

throughout the difficult patches and 

better times are sure to come 

sometime or later. 

ADVENT CHALENGE: 

Be still and know that i am God. We 

need constantly to contemplate the 

mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of 

joy, serenity, and peace...Mercy: the 

ultimate and supreme act by which 

God comes to meet us  

PRAYER PAUSE:  

Father, help my life to be an on-going 

expression of gratitude. For you are 

the One whose worth is beyond 

measure. 

Have a fruitful Advent. Peace & love  
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Feast of Our Lady 
of the Rosary -
Procession & 
Portuguese Dinner 
-Shrine Fundraiser 

       

 

  

http://www.st-johns.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/IMG_0018-1.jpg
http://www.st-johns.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/IMG_0014.jpg
http://www.st-johns.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/IMG_0028.jpg
http://www.st-johns.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/IMG_0031.jpg
http://www.st-johns.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/IMG_0019.jpg


PARISH PULSE                                      DECEMBER 2017                        Issue 2  8 

 

 

 

Advent Calender   
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First Confession 
and First Holy 
Communioun 
Experience 

By Catechism Teachers and Children 

FIRST CONFESSION 2017 

During the month of October 2017 just under 

100 nervous and very apprehensive children 

made the Sacrament of Reconciliation (First 

Confession) at St John’s, either on a 

Wednesday afternoon or on a Saturday 

morning.  All the children arrived not really 

knowing what this big step entailed, until  Fr 

Jonathan spoke to them, and soon put them 

at ease.   The child’s parents  accompanied 

them into the Confessional, introduced 

themselves to Fr Jonathan, as they did at 

their Baptism, and then left their child to 

make this very special Sacrament.  After 

making their First confession the facial 

expressions on the children’s faces was 

priceless -  ranging from relief to pure 

contentment.    

Some of their comments : 

"I felt very good afterwards." 

"I was very scared before  but was okay" 

"My First Confession was very special and I 

know that if I am naughty or lie to my 

parents it is a sin." 

 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2017 

After a 2 year period of attending Catechism 

in preparation for their big day 103 children 

celebrated the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion. 

This took place on Saturday 18th November 

when the older group of children celebrated 

their First Holy Communion at the evening 

Mass. 

The following Sunday, 26th November, the 

Feast of Christ The King,  the balance of the 

children celebrated this Sacrament.  

The excitement of the children was evident 

in their faces as they processed into the 

church on both occasions. 

At both Masses all of the readings and 

Prayers of the Faithful were done by the 

children, and to hear the innocent voices 

reading The Word was very touching.  Eight 

children brought up the Offertory to the 

altar, while twenty First Communicants 

handled the collections and split themselves 

among all the quadrants of the Church.  Fr 

Jonathan put them at ease after speaking to 

them, and receiving some very amusing 

answers when he asked them about the 

Sacrament they were about to receive,   At 

last the moment they had been waiting for 

came and the children received Communion 

in both kinds.  Pam Hurst and her choir 

provided the music for the Saturday Mass, 

whereas Wayne and his choir sang at the 

Sunday morning service.   Both choirs did the 

parish proud, and we would like to thank 

them for their participation.    Towards the 

end of Mass the parents joined their children 

at the altar for the Ceremony of the Light, 

whereby the parents renewed the vow they 

made at their child’s baptism, and a lighted 

candle was handed back to the parents.     

After the Final Blessing the children 

processed out with their parents and after 

disrobing received a ‘party box’, before 

departing with their families and guest for a 

celebratory meal.  

Comments from some of the children : 

"I feel very special and can now have 

Communion with my parents"             

"I enjoyed my first Communion" 

"Jesus is now with me all the time" 

 Thanks must be given to not only Fr 

Jonathan and Deacon David, but also to the 

tireless work of the Care Group in making, 

altering and providing the robes for the 

children, the ladies who did the floral 

arrangements and last, but not least,  a very 

special group of teachers who have given up 

of their precious time to prepare the children, 

every week for the last two years. 

God Bless you all.  
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CHRISTMAS AND 
NEW YEAR MASS 

TIMES 
Saturday, 23 December 
            5.30pm (4th Sunday of Advent) 
Sunday, 24 December 
           7.30am (4th Sunday of Advent) 
           9.45am 

Sunday, 24 December 
          5.30 Children’s Christmas Mass 
  Midnight Mass (Carols at 11.30pm) 

Monday, 25 December 
7.30am Christmas Mass 
9.45am Christmas Mass 

Tuesday, 26 December 
8.00am 

Wednesday, 27 December 
8.00am 

Thursday, 28 December 
8.00am 

Friday, 29 December 
8.00am 

Saturday, 30 December 
5.30pm (Holy Family) 

Sunday 31 December 
7.30am 
9.45 am 

No Evening Mass at 5.30pm 
Sunday, 31 December 
              10.45pm for Midnight 

 –First Mass for the Year 
Monday, 1 January 

8.00am 
Tuesday, 2 January 

8.00am
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Question 1. When does Advent officially 
begin in the Latin Rite? 

a. The Sunday closest to the Feast of St. 
Andrew 

b. Evening Prayer I of the Sunday which 
falls on or closest to November 30 

c. On a date selected arbitrarily by the 
United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops at its annual meeting 

d. Both (a) and (b) 

Question 2. What Marian solemnity is 
celebrated during Advent? 

a. Mary, Mother of God 
b. The Annunciation 
c. The Assumption 
d. The Immaculate Conception 

Question 3. What is the theme of the 
Gospel for the First Sunday of Advent? 

a. The Lord’s coming at the end of time 
b. The birth of St. John the Baptist 
c. The events that prepared immediately 

for the Lord’s birth 
d. John the Baptist’s call to repentance 

Question 4. During Advent we hear 
about the “O” Antiphons. To what does 
this term refer? 

a. There are to be no (i.e., zero) antiphons 
before the Gospel. 

b. Antiphons with messianic themes sung 
during the second phase of Advent at 
Evening Prayer. 

c. A sequence typically sung at the 
Christmas Vigil Mass. 

d. Another name for the hymn “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel.” 

Question 5. Which of the following 
Doctors of the Church have their feast 
days during Advent? 

a. St. Ambrose 
b. St. Nicholas 
c. St. John of the Cross 
d. Both (a) and (c) 

Question 6. During Advent, the priest 
typically wears violet-colored vestments 
at Mass. However, on the Third Sunday 

he frequently wears rose-colored 
vestments. Why? 

a. It’s Gaudete Sunday, and the 
readings remind us to rejoice in the 
Lord always Gaudete in Domino 
semper). 

b. In honor of Our Lady’s Immaculate 
Conception, based on her traditional 
title as “Mystical Rose.” 

c. It’s Laetare Sunday, because of the 
tidings of great joy heralded by the 
Archangel Gabriel. 

Question 7. Which of the following are 
omitted during Sunday Masses in 
Advent? 

a. The Prayer of the Faithful 
b. The Alleluia before the Gospel 
c. The Gloria 
d. Organ and other musical instruments 

Question 8. Which of the following 
statements about Advent is false? 

a. It comes from a Latin term that 
referred to the coming or arrival of 
the emperor. 

b. It comes from the Latin (advenire, 
adventus) and is not only a time of 
preparation, but also a time of 
desire, longing, and expectancy for 
the coming of Our Lord. 

c. It not only prepares us for the 
celebration of Christ-mas but also 
directs our minds and hearts to 
await Christ’s second coming. 

d. Advent is not a penitential season 

Question 9. From which Old Testament 
book do most of the Mass readings 
during Advent come? 

a. Genesis 
b. 1 and 2 Samuel 
c. Isaiah 
d. Daniel 

Answers:  

1. (d), 2. (d), 3. (a), 4. (b),  
5. (d),6. (a), 7. (c), 8. (d), 9. (c) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

 

Baptisms 
Jean-Gabriel de Villiers 
Damian Nweke 
Treasure Okolochukwu 
Catherine Radu 
Gabriel Nwolise 
Tanatswa Mhiza 
Denise Dube 
Chinemelum Ndubuisi 
Molefi Mahlohonolo 
Johnpaul Okeke 
Kaylee Kerr 
 

Marriages 
Siyabonga Hlogwane and Tebogo 
Lerumo 
Barry Richards and Maxine Hall 
 

Deaths 
Jump Ho 
Desiree MacDonald 
Timothy Watson 
Gwen Ward 
Michele Toulet 
Beverly M'Crystal 
Margaret Harbour 

 


